& » » ©. V þ4 \ TY ES 4 OOS > Ed: To L/ RE 4 i :; ox >, c 
> _—_ 45 . ol” +356 \ £ MX X u 
" "54 ' & 25 bs * 
- » > L&D gs -1; 
« Q wn - . 
, IN 
. - 
: L 
ot k 
» 
-. 


In my ConrinEwment, 


When my Houſe was Vilſited with the 


Sickneſs: 


In April, May and Fune, 1666. 


In which time I buried two Children, and had 
three more of my Family Sick, | 
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To my much Honoured Friends, 


wiſh Health and Proſperity. 


Toe ear, (my courteous friends,) and lend your vote, 


To this my doleful ſad and Swan-like note , 
Though not ſo ſweet, ( as that is ſaid, ) more true , 
Which canuſeth me my cheeks with tears bedew : 
That, # a Poet's fiction,of the Swan 5 
This, ſobbs and groans of an afflicted man , 

One that with ſorrows God doth caſtigate, 


That he may fit him for a better ſtate, 


Expe&# not now, in theſe lines, Melody 3 
Nor ſhall T promiſe any Harmony. 
IWhere grief predominates, it is a rene , 
To check the;Eancy, 'and Invention's ſtrayne. 
This Peece at bf, is rough, and unpolite, 
"Not burniſh'd o're with art to make it bright 
No elegancy here 3s interlac'd, 
Which might the Reader-Court, to be embrac'd. 
Courtſhip with re, was then quite out of faſhion , 
Whez whole months paſs d, and ſcarce a ſalutation: 
Sighs here, are Accents, Periodserd with tears , 
And for the Burthen, 'tis a Maſſe of fears. 
T have no argument that may incline 


Ton for to read this Traf, but that, 'tis mine, 
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whoſe 
Kingneſs and' AﬀeGion hath been 
expreſſed to me in my late Afﬀiiion : 


To whom render hearty T hanks,and 


_ aff ace it worth your paws, yet tals 

and peruſe it , for the Authours fake : 

yu preps of my endevours ; where they'r ſhort , 
' Theg your patience , and your pardon yy" t, 


"af 


Thomas Glarke. 


MeprtTatioNns 


On which my thoughts are, and whereof I' dream ; 


- ThendolI rouze, and pluck my Spirits up, 
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MEDITATIONS 


CONFINEMENT, &>«. 


Hen mercyes loſe their c-2d, and cannot draw, 

Win Sins are froze ſo hard, they will not thaw 
By gentle means, then is Corre@ions rod . 
Sent, by 4ffi@ions, to drive mento God. 

And may he grant , that I fo underſtand 

The vozce of his ſevere chaſtifing hand, 

That making the right »ſe for which 'twas ſent , 

I may from $87 turn, God from's Pyriſbmert. 

My houſe the houſe of »owrning's made, then how 

Can Mirth or Muſeck reliſh with me now ? 

Or ifI ſhould dare to compoſe a Verſe, 

What fitter ſubject, then of Grave or Herſe , 

Or Winding-ſpeet £ Theſe only be my Theam 
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And waking find my ſelf alive, and wonder ,. 
That Sox] 15 not from Body reft aſunder : 


And hope gets ground, that yet that bitter cup 
May be prorogu'd, and fiyeetned fo that I 
Prepar'd may better be , and fit to dye. 

And then again, my Sins ſtart up and ſtare 
Me inthe face, and ask me how I dare 
Prefume on _ ſince demerit's fuch, 
That what's inflicted yet, is but a touch. - 
Or taſte of that Divine and moſt juſt wrath 
The number of my Sins deſerved hath ; 


Be 63's ; 


”" Doth 
7” <F Buc oh, beſides this, haw'doth Wo jt 


a [a] 
Fhicl A ehing (fo true, my Conſcience can tdeny 
hten\much my preſent #iſery 


Upon one by his Jer thus caft down ! 

Who (as Job's friends did, theſe) ſtand in a maze, 
And at a diſtance too, (as th 
Again,' asthe 
Raſhly preju 
And well it were, if pi 
As (doubtleſs) was an 


: and condemn too, I fear; 


theſe {6take, 


on fecotd-'' 
Mis'rable Comforters, tv be abhorr' & * 
But now (alaſs ) ifT{hould ſpeak my mite. 
How juſtly may Icall this Age unkind ; > 
ho is it that remembers Jojeph' $ ſmart 2 > 

r his afflicions ever takesto heart > | 
Nay! tather; is notTharde, reproach, abd'Goty, 
The portion hete of molt thatlyeforlorn'? - * 
And chiefly, fuch whom God, to evidence 
His mighty pow'r by his wiſe providence, gs 
Hath humbled by ſevereſt &i _ 


Of the Diſtemipe, or the Vi Hation;” 7 ? ( , Fr, 
The Peſtilexre (Imean,)'or (x Row as'tis LAG C7 


Called)[the Sickreſs] with an "5 
A name peculiar for it, and molt fit 
Denoting arid compriſing ont foo In: they. 

And if the 24x do carry Jornu Lead 


What wonder if the th17g it felf ſtrikes ad 8: gi: 


Of thoſe three Judgements, ſyper<eminene; © 
So often threatned by th" 
This of them all doth ſeems ante a DHHd.; 4< 

The moſt immediatefttoke froth his 89H! _ 


This God's Artif” ry is, and Himſdf likes 7 


Wha: $ he that can defend, whemwitdeth firike po: 
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) to gaze :/ 7 
did, fo do'theſe Ud licks, LON, | 


for good: "Job's ſakes: : 
| Yet (toa Proverb) are'they' 
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An arrow (call 'd for (wiſtnefs) from a Fow; .. 
Pointed to rich anos: to high. and low :: - 
It Sex, nor Age, nox Perſon doth refpe&,..! , ' 
Nor can exemption be ; who.may expect - 
Favour ? The force of Touth's no Priviledge , 
No ftrergth of Conflitution blunts its edge: 

The Soveraignty of Dynggs capnot-relith ,._ _ 

It woundsand Lills'ev'n where and whom it lift.” 
This arrow flees by 44z,- yet wha can: [ee it ? 

A terrour 'tis by 7ght, and none can flee it 5 

It walks in darkxeſs, and who then can ſhun it? 
And vain it is to think they may outrun:-it. 


What ſhjeld can guard the ry Angel's blow? - 


Who hath ſo many by his /? id low : 

What Rhet'rick ether can perſwade or charne 
This furious Meſſexger to {lack his Arge.e_. 

The rich man's Coffers, nor his: Bags can bribe it,. 
Neither the skilful Artif# can prefcribeit 5 
The valiant Soldzer dareth not alarm it | 
Nor can the black Magicians philters charm its 
The Lord and Begger equally d9 ſtand , | 
And both alike accounted in Death;s hand, 
Death is the King of Terrours, and a man, 

At very thoughts theredf,, grows pale, and wan :. 
And though whats eyer ſickneſs cauling Death, 


Poyſons all ore 3 
To Body, 'Dtt 
To Friends, Acquatntan | CoA 
_ Andalldiſcomfortselſe to humane kind -... 

Abltra@,, we way find. . 


Ther, whence all or? do fÞrg 
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'Tis couch d herein the I 
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Payes Mortals debf to Nature, ftops our breathz  . : .. x | 
Yet this of all Diſeaſes mark'd dothlye, : © 
(AsI may fay) dipd to a dowble-dje - 

And, which is like the Serpents deadly. ſting , 
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The extremity of ths Diſtemper to the 
20dy 2nd Perſon, 


N Body, ſee what tumours ulcerating , | 
4 Tearing the fleſh, ev'n unto macerating , D_ 
With Biles, and Botches, Carbundcles and Blains TY 
All which do torture with exceſfive pains: | 
Or if not ſo, it e in bowels lyes, 


Unſpeakably _ till it dyes, 


Complexed alwayes, and in high extremes 
Of Agues chillnels, mix'd with Feavers flames. 
And if (inought unto the Patient fick) 
It favour ſhews, *tis in diſpatching quick 3 
'N .._ Orelſe in this, unto the party ſhowing 
| | By its Death-marks, where fuddainly he's going. 
ip + But oft not fo, for many long dp lye - | 
In extreme languiſhing ſad miſery. 
f/ With Intrall-racking-laxes vehement , 
'"'F And retching vomitings moſt” violent. |. -. 
l| - Of: times the mind too's held with'ſtupefition, 
And is bereft of reafon by diſtractions .. 
Which thing enough is, to bring deſperation, 
At leaſt a hind'rance 'tis to preparation. _ 

Next unto life it ſelf," health's prefervation , 
Andlawful means'for Bodyes teſtoration 
By men eſteem'd is much, both to prevent ,. 

And when there's need, tocure the Patient. 
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Unto their fad deplorable condition, 


But they are fled (perhaps); ifnot, howe're , 


And its Attendants are forepreſented , | 4 
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All count Phyſicians uſeful, commendable;5---.7- 547 
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Their calling noble , praRice laudablez- ; --. 7. - 4434 


In wiſdom , learning , knownexperience , grayez 1* |} 
And carriage ſuitable to all, they have ; ' 1 30 
Theſe perſons of ſuch honour are, and worth , 

As ſome almoſt for Demi-Gods, ſet forth ; 

Believing, they have pow'r to reſcue Death, 

At leaſt to lengthen out the leaſe of Breath. 

But, here , the Doftors ſcruple , are not free 

In any thing except in taking fee 

And asto that, they're ready men, and quick , 

But ſlack enough in viſiting the Sick , 

And chiefly then, the time when there's moſt need, 
Their heighth of Art and Skill , to ſhew indeed. 


This is to very many much addition, 


Becauſe on theſe men they did much depend , 
From Sickneſs rage thetr Bodzes to defend ; 
At leaſt, expecting , if it ſhould them ſeiſe, 
Theſe would within call be , to give them eaſe. 


To ſee ſuch Patients they will give no ear. 
Here I muſt leave them too, and if they dye, 
Let their great Doctors anſwer't , and not T. 

Such are the Bodie's ſuff'rings, whilſt there's breath , 
And ſome there are (Ile ſhew) thatfurviveDeath , 
For Death's not all im this Diſtemper : Here, - 

The meer Concomitants thereof (which fear 
And terrour works upon the Patient fo) 
Makes Death (as 'twere) to ſtrike a double blow ; 


As if Death's ſtroke by horrour were prevented, 
The bitterneſs 1s muligly by th' quality , 
Which ſwells the produd of Calamuty 
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Into 


RT 
Into ſo vaſt a'fum , figures can't do't , 
Nor number or proportion can reach to't. 
"Tis ſudden , folit'ry , incurable , 
And what ſo comfortleſs ? ſo terrible ? 
This Sickneſs alſo , after Death doth feem 
To trample o're the dead, with diſeſteem ; 
And (Vidor-like, ore Captives) with defpight , 
Denyes ſuch Obſequies and furrrall rite , 
Which ina ſolemn manner is moſt due , 
As we have ſeen in this late time, not few. 
How hath ſome poſted been to Graves, before 
They were quite cold , and ſcarce found cov'ring ore ? 
And '{tead of Friends and Mourners following there , 
How did all ſhun them, that they did come near ? 
"Twas well if Bearers could be got for mony , 
Mens hearts through fear were grown ſo hard and ſtony. 
How were ſome thrown in Carts and drawn in pace 
Much like Offenders, t' Execution place ? | 
And as for Buriall , one in many ſcore 
Had not a word of any Pray'r ſaid o're. 
And (in the Countrey,) fome were ty'd to poles , 
Dragg'd by the Neck with ropes, and pok'd in holes ; 
Whilſt other Carcaſles were left in field , 
To fee what Buriall Beaſts and Fowls would yield. 
This like a ſecond death here , did appear , 
Which did coſt many a heart-peircing tear , 
Of ſuch as did furvive, fearing that they 
Themſelves, if ferzed, might go the ime way. 

And thus mach of the Dying, or the Sick 
Of this Diftemper'z ſomething of the quick 
May here be ſaid : The healthy and the found 
That ne're have touch by't, yet receive a wound : 
This ſeems a Paradox , . but x is true , 
As Inſtances I could give, not a few; 


For 
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[7.1 
For, (others being dead,) this doth bereave 
Theſe of the comforts which they ſhould recerve: 
Alas! how fares it , with whole Families , 
Whereout (perhaps) one only thereof dyes? 
Whenas the reft ({pent up and'all intears , 
In howerly expeCation of their fears) 


| Tranſported are, with grief and terrour made , 


As if that all their Necks o'th block were laid. 

And we well know ſuch ſpectacles have been, 

That this ( God's Beſome ) hath ſwept houſes clean : 

Theſe thoughts, amazements, and ſurprizals ſtrange, 

(Acted by fear alone) ſuch ſudden change 

Hath wrought inſome, (it hath fo Fray rated, 

Their lives at ſtake,) Death hath been ante-dated. 
What ſuff rings more to Body or the Mird,, 

Are uſher'd in, when thus a man's confin'd , 

Muſt here in this place waved be, leſtI 

Be juſtly taxed with prolixity. 

I could here tell ye , how the Neighbours keep 

Their diſtance , as not daring ſcarce to peep 

Out of their dores, or on that fide to.look , 

Leſt that Infection may be thereby took : 

And how all Paſlengers that go that way , 

Will o're the Kennel skip as from a fray , 

How few of many , that go by, and know, 

Will ask, How do ye, orlike kindneſs ſhow. 

Theſe things diſmay a Body very much, 

(But here, Ile leave, I meant only a touch ,) 

And though this is the courſe us'd conſtantly , 

Yet I confeſs I've found much conrtelie : 

For neighbours have been very kind to me 

In this my long and fad extremity. 
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T he extraordinary Expence and damage to + 
Eſtate , that this Diſtemper brings. 


Nez for Eſtate, How can there a worſe foll 

Befall a man then this? or greater ſpoil 

Unto-his fortunes ? ſpecially if low , | 

And weak !th world ; for then down he muſt go. 

A two-fold ſting 'tis, 'gain{t both which no fence , 

One points to loſs, the other to expence. 

It ſtops Gair?'s current, cauſeth that ebb low , 

And ſets ope Charge's fhuce, to Overflow : 

As firſt, it blocks up Commerce, barrs all Trade, 

For ofa Shop-no uſe at all 1s made, 

Nor other Craft, the onely means whereby 

A man maintains himſelfand Family 3 

So thus, no garn 1s got, that's known full well , 

For none with ach will either buy or ſell; 

And for Expences daily running out , 

I need fay little, for that's out of doubt . 

'Twixt Doctors, Surgeons, Phylick, pay of Nurſe, 

(As 1s the Proverb) hand ne're out of purſe, 

Upon this-Subjeq, Tmight more enlarge , EE 

Having had fad experience of the charge, 
Not only of expexce , but demmoge-colt : 

Th' account whereof 's not yet made up what loſt; 

All which tn.CharaGters are writtenſo, 

That ſtill lyes legible in Folio : 

Should [ ſpeak plain, ſure there could not be worſe 

Sickneſs of Body, to make ſick the parſe. | 
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The Uncomfortableneſs of” this Diflenper 
in Debarring the Viſits of Belations 
and Kindred, 


Ry 
'TRED Relations : Bonds of ſtrongelt tye, 
By Natare ſeal d , do almoſt Cancell'd lye ,_ 

As out of date; during this time of danger , 

One to another being as a ſtranger. 

When-as at other times , this neer Connexion 

Mounted upon the Wing of dear AfﬀeGion, 

Such pow'r hath in't , that nothing ſhould have hindred 

The ſwift and frequent Viſits cf their Kindred, | 
Like as a burning Beacon at Invaſions 
Calls quick afliſtance , ſo'tis with Relatzons : 

If any be aſſaulted in their health, 

How ſoon the reſt in that ſmall Common-wealth 

Haſte to th' afflicted Member ? for to yield 

All ſuccour toit , him from Death to ſhield, 
-By Counſel, Care, and what elſe may conduce. _ 
Both to the outward means , and Comforts uſe. 
But this hath ſuch malevolent Aſpect , 

As if that Natzre did her ſelf. neglect , 

And unto admiration works this wonder , 

Neareſt of K7z are oft fartheſt aſunder. 
' The Daxghter dareth not approach the Mother , 
Nor dares one Brother to come at another. 
The Father may not his own Child come near , 
Nor may the Child the Parents ſee for fear. . 
The Mother doth bewail her Ch/d at diſtance , 4 
The Chi/d oft wants the Mothers kind afliſtance. 
B 3 


| 4 F". Yet may ave not theſe judge unnatural , 
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Nor inthe leaſt for this, unkind them call. © 
Nor do1 mean, 'a$ if their love ; good will , | 
Or \weet affetions ſtifled are : Theſe [til] EI 
May in their vigour floariſh , be as green, 

As firm , and ſtrong , as ever they have been. 

The fire hid in the Embers 1s not out, ''' © © 

The ſeeming-dead Tree, in the Spring doth ſprout, 

Relations care and kindneſs doth not quite 

Conſfiſt in outward viſits, and in ſight 

Of their A#zes : nor doth it argue lack 

Of Love in them , whom danger thus keeps back: 

This ſheweth ny Fear's predomination , 

The ſtrongeſt paſtton in. its operation , 
And boundleſsinth' extreme 3 for ( out of doubt ) 
By this are ſtrange effects, paſt finding out. 

And now aſluredly 'twill be confeſs'd 

Greateſt Diſcomforts muſt lye'in the Breaſt 

Of ſuch who are affiifted with this ſore 

And ſaddeſt puniſhment ( ſpoke of before ) 

Which doth reciprocally add much grief +» 
Either to other , even paſt belief; 4 
When ſolemnly they may not at laſt breath , 
Take leave of one another before Death : 
Theſe, piercing Aggravations are indeed, 
To ſink the ſpirits, make the heart to bleed. 
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On his Paroll , (not daring to tranſgreſs, 
.Leſt he offence in any kind ſhould give 


Cit] 


The Abridgmen of Libetty , by Confine- 
ment, in th Diftemper. | | 


Nd nowT come to treat of Liberty , 
Or how that is abridg'd (by this ) to ſee, 
That which oppoſeth Liberty, tthral/, 
As is a Riſe the oppoſite to Fal/ , 
So contraryes compar d with one another ; 
Doth Illuſtration bring each to the other. 
In this caſe, (ſure) it's verify'd what's faid , 
A man's own houſe is then his priſor made. 
For either hee's therein moſt ſtrictly /ock'd 
By Law's conſtraint upon him , or elſe yok&'d 
By ſelf-Confinement, (which is little leſs) .. 


Unto his Neighbours , who about him live.) 

This then enough'is, and a proof ſufficient 

That herein lyes reſtraint and detriment , 

For Liberty's privation (in extent) 

Ditfers but little from T-zpriſonment , - 

Except herein, and thenthe diff rence much , 
That theſe God's Pris'ners are , (others not fuch,) 
And he alone, and none but he can eaſe 

Their ſmart and pain, and ſeal them a Releaſe; 

"Tis He offended is, enters the 4&70m , 

Order's th' Arreſt, requireth ſatisfa&@iow.- 

He will withdraw his /#te, and ſet ſuch free , 
Who on him do depend for Liberty; 

And though provok'd, yet prone to mercy {till , 
To them that humble are, and wait his will, © 


| [12] 

And ſince they cannot ſatisfie , 'tis done, 
IF bit believe ; their B2le is his own Son. 
Oh! that men would take pattern here, and fee 
That they as merciful to Pris ers be ; 
That patiently they would forbear and ſtay , 
With them that have it not, till they can pay. 

But for my own party I muſt here confeſs, ;. 
Much Przv3ledgeT had:in my diſtreſs, 
TI was not padlock'd in, nax by a guard 
Of Yatchmer by conſtraint, of freedom barr'd : 
But wholly left unto my own diſcretion , 
Which kindneſs ſhew'd, in me:took much Impreſſion. 
This I acknowledge was my. Neighbours love , 
Which (prais'd be God ) did them no dammage prove ; 
Nor further uſe did I of that here make, 
Then lawfully I might with good leave take. 


T be Uncomfortableneſs of this Diſtemper , 
diſſolving for the preſent the bands of 


ff þ He next thing is to ſhew how palpable 
This is to Fr/erzds, and undemonſtrable , 
For herein fuch a high diſcomfort lyes , | 
That greater cannot amongſt friends ariſe : 
*Twixt reall Friends, indeed a Trae-love-kaot 
Is ty'd, not to be loosned , or an af | 
So long as life doth. laſt in,this our ſtation , 
Which without donbt ſurpaſtes all relation. ah 
The wiſe.man faith, Africzd is more then brother, 
Aﬀedion is fo grafted each in other : : 5 
| Io 


[139 
And fireth# isthe ftropgeſt tye that can - - 
Here in this world'be, to link man to mar. 
For, how by Counfels ſweet, and Courtelie 
Doth one Friend ftrive another to outvye ? 
And ſearch the heart, if grief do lye hid there, 
To vent it thence, that each their hw may bear ? 
And thozow thick and thin, mount high, low dive , 
That they each others ſpirits may revive. 


| Whengcod news is, theſe do congratulate 5 


When ſorrowfu!, or bad, commiterate : 
In health and happineſs , they harmonize , 


In ickneſs and diſcomforts , (ympathize. 


Friendſhip's a ray of the Diviner love , 

Which ſets the wheels awork , and pity.move 

In friends towards th' afflicted : Rut alaſs ! 

Pity can't be exerted m this Cafe 

As it ſhould be, for it will not amount 

To one bare viſit, upon this account : Y 
Theſe cannot more than others quit their fear , 

They love fr7«:ds well, but their own life 1s dear 3 
Or ſhould they dare, 'twould charg'd be inettcct, 
As a fool-hardy fam'ly diſreſpect : 

Therefore fr:1ezzds, friends muſt pardon, when 'tiso , 
That way fear turns the beam the Scale will go. 

As when the Huntſman's Bow hath mark'd a Deer g 
The Herd the chaſed one wil not come neer , 

And though for help or ſhelter it may.run - 
Sometimes amongſt them , yet they {till it ſhun : 

So 'tis with thoſe whom this Diſcafe doth take, 

All Conforts and Aſſociates ſtraight forſake , * 
Though ne't fo intimate perhaps before , 

No converſe now can be on any ſcore, 


Friends ſtand at diſtance, all do fuchmenifly , 


Nordave for fear tokeep them Company. | 
C Wd 7 - 


[| 
Yet though fear doth thus friendþoip's bands diflolve;, 
'Tis but for preſent; 'twill again revolve. 

Now ſince faſtfrieras thus bounded are in dangers, 
Why think we much;'or expe more from ſtrangers. 
But let not me complain 'tis dark, when light | 
Shined on'me, ev'n in the'gloomy [tnight ? © | 
I mean, favours bright beams on fr7e:2ſhip's ſcore , ; 
Which were not meerly how d'yees at the dore , | 
But real viſits ; and ſo influentul, . | 
Yielding refreſhings to me, molt eſſential : » 
'Twas a ſ#;ply, for kind, moſt anſwerable 
Toall things, and a ſupport ſuitable : | 
A healing Plaifter made for any ſore , | | 
And a key fitted unto ev'ry dore : ; | 
What ſhall I more ſay , le not Counſel keep, 
This bounty did me make for joy to weep. | 
Which love of theirs, I ſhall acknowledge ever , | 
And to my ſlender power will endevour 
To quit my ſelf from baſe Ingratitude , 
By a ſelf-Off ring of ſuchſervitude 
As either I can ftudy, they Command , 
. Or may expected be from ſucha hand. 
In the mean time , this ſhall not wanting be , 
My thanks to them for their good will to me 3 
And ase fore-taſt of that due reſpet 
I owe unto them, let-me here direct 
This fervent Option, which as an 0blatior: 
Trender, . winged with my heart's Oration, _ 
May hea{[th and happineſs alwayes attend ye, 
A Proſp'rows gale jn all things, may befriexd ye ;, 
Wiſdome 1n all. your a&ions, may dired ye ; 
The Pow r5-Divine, from dangers may protett ye ; 
No Violent Diſtemper may e're ſeize ye » 
Nor ought that's hurtful may 1'th. leaſt diſeaſe ye : 


May 


[15] | 

May friend: increaſed be, and ſoes that hate ye, 
With ſhame convinc'd, may ſtrive to imitate ye; *- \ 
May Yertxes flouriſh 1n, and fo improve ye, 

That others may both Zmwlate and love ye; 
Your perſons honour'd fo, may none dare light ye, - 
Your Vives and Children ſuch, may moſt delight ye : 
May your good names be {till preſerved by ye, 

May iJand'ring Tongne-detra&ors not come nigh ye z 
In'States and Families, may Angels guard ye, 

And at the laſt, may Heavens King reward ye. 


The Uncomfortableneſs of this Diftemper 
in reference to breaking off all, Acquain-- 
tance 21d Dociety, "bs. 


es 
S for Acquaintance and Society, 
(For theſe may well together joyned be ,) 
It is a large theam to diſcuſle : But how 
By this 'tis interrupted, I may ſhow 
In few particulars , as well as many , 
The reſt are eas']ly underſtood by any. 
The life of man's much ſweet'ned by Diſcorrje , 
Communication having ſuch a force ,- * 
And vertue, (like a Load-ſtone) drawing to't , 
That comforts many-fold ſpring from this root. 
Without Seczety , how would men mourn, 
And live like anchorites and Monks forlorn ? 
Man when in Paradiſe, (that bleſſed ſlate) 
At firſt, while yet aloze without a zrate 
T hat happirrejs it ſelf, feem'd not complete, 
Until a hc/p was found out for him zzete , 
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Which (as xecerded'is inholy-Writ).. _ 
Almighty God himſelf, did coum moſt fit , 

And jozn'done to him for Society & ., 
Which argues plainly. that good Company 

May lawfully be kept, which may uwprove 
Vertzes and graces 1n us, andour love 

Increaſe #n one another, and invite 

Fachto good works, and thereunto incite. 
That man who hath nojiiezd muſt needs be ſad, 
And his Cundititon miſerable bad , 

of ricnaſhip, ( that {ſweet and neceſlary tye,) 

At firſt 1s got by familiarity, | 

And that doth through Acquaintance riſe : But he 
That is debarr'd of all Soczety , © 


How anxi'ous muſt his life be to him, when 


He wants ſo chief a happineſs of men? 

To ſuch as have been us'd unto n Ce/ , 

And fo accuſtomed themſelves to dwell, 

It is not irkſome , nodiſcouragement , 

'T was their own choice; and they are beſt content : 
But thoſe that have frequented Company , | 
AnJ plac'd therein a/great fe/iczty , 

When unexpetted-S7ckrefs- checks delight , 

And baniſhes 4ſſociates from their fight, 

By a ſcqueſt'ringeach from other, ſo, 


- Thoſe dare not come to'them, nor-can theſe go 5 


Oh what an extaſte and ſurprize'ſtrange 
This interpoſal cauſeth ! and what change! 

How do they then like ſolitary doves 

Bemoan their Widow'd ſtate, and dear loſt loves. 
So hard it is for cuſtome to diſpence , 

And yeild to that, for whichthere's no defence : 
Thus 'tis with many whom this 7:ſfitation, 
Tyes and Confines unto their habitation, 


And now in this my;Jong andfharp/Coalinetnent; ' + *©* 
By which I was depriv'd  inplohncne LE; 
That in the leaſt might any way amount 

Or 'turn unto a OE Eo Be oi , | 
(Which thing, next to'my Childrens loſs, was chief, 
And greateſt of my ſmart and worldly grief ,) 

If it ſhould here ; Sanane beofme, 

How I did brook want of Societie ? 

I muſt confefs, thatloſs, I found hard tryal , 

(And moſt unfav'ry 'tis without denial.) 

For (ifI ſhould ſpeak freely and thetruth,) 

Society I've lovd ev'nfrom my youth, 

And Converſation amongſt friends hath bin 

Oft-rimes to me a thing delighted in , 

My buſineſs alſo*that Thave, when | 
Leads me thereto, which doth depend on many. ; 
But being thus conſtrain'd to houſe-aboad., 

And io with-held from follow'ing work abroad, 


Alſo of all _ elſe almoſt bereft , 

This yet ſome ſolace was, and comfort left , 
That though debarr'd Soczety with men , 

I ſtill might have coxverſe with Book and Per - 
Theſe (though ſmall refuge fortoflye to, be , 
Yet) were means yielding much content to me; 
(For idleneſs I alwayes hate, and flye it , 
Knowing no goodneſs ever can comeby it,) 6 
With Pez and 1»k'T kept my hand inure, 

Hoping this Exile would not long endare 

And ſuch good Books T had, {though read before): 
I now found time enough to re-read ore , 

With profit too (Thope,) for Information , 
Which may conduce'to praQtick Coverſation, 

This ſtudious courſe, to which T was inclird , 
Diverted many fad thoughts from my .mind , 


4 W —_ - 
And thereby did that ſaying verefie, 
When »:9ft alone, then leaſt alone was I. 


— 


The CONCLUSION. 


Fear, if it ſhould now here be enquir'd, 

The Anſwer would be, that my Reader's tyr'd : 
My Diſcourſe therefore on this fad occaſtor , : 
Tle break off; and conclude with exhortation, | * 
(For here I would a-word or two wedg in | 
In ſeaſon , which-upon my friends might win) | 
To ſuch, whom God hath hid, and heads did cover, | 
Whilſt the deſtroging Argel did-paſs over , | 
Who, like the Iſraelites in Goſhen dwelt , 

In midſt of Judgments , and yet nothing felt, 
l Or like to brards which from the fire were ſnatch'd , | 
as When thouſands round about 1'th flamze were catch'd . E- 
Who, with diftingui/h'd mercy to this day , | 
Have had their /zves giv'n to them for a prey : 
How are'theſe bound, by ſpecial Obligation , 
To praife God for this ſignal preſervation e 
And thankfully record his mercies high , 
Living up to them, in ſincerity ? 
Let theſe take heed, not fearleſs be ſecure , 
* Since there can none of one dayes life be ſure ; 
Gods ſcourge is not thrown quite out of his hand , 
His Judgments ſtill doth hover ore the Laxd, 
And whoſo marched not i'th Yaz laſt year , 
May be preſs'd this, and made bring up the Rear - 
What though the Death-bi/s now but low amount , 
Who knows whoſe /of may fall in next weeks Count £ 
Let therefore none preſume here to depriv 
- Almighty God of his Prerogatize'; - 
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I mean, by cexſarizg.,: let that remain - 

To him, to whom.it only doth pertain ; 

Nor let them'dare into his Coxrſels prye , 
Theſe ſecrets be, (Arcana' Imper?;) 

All a&izgs here, have not their reaſors given , 
And hee'l fall ſhort, that fetches them from Heawer. 
Think not that where affii&:0zs rod is ſent , 

There alwayes is deſerv'd moſt puriſoment , 

(This was Job's friends fault, and it is related 

To be avoided, and not imitated :) | 

God hath his ſev'ral ezds , paſt finding out , | 
In all his Diſpezſations , without doubt , 

As ſome for tryals, ſome examples made, 

That others may look on , and be afraid; 

And when a publi ue Jucigwent's ona Land, 

His precious ones do feel his angry hard . .. 

As well asothers : And recorded lyes. 

In ſacred Writ by Solomon the wile , 

That as to bad, ſo doth to good befall , 

And al/ things here happen alike to al ; 

As Common mercie unto all is ſent'; » | 

So ger ral Judgments have the like extent: 

Yet God as a free Agent worketh ſtill , | 

He ſpares, or ſtrikes, according to his will , 

If he ſayes, Strike, Death muſt and will come ing 
For Death. we know is the reward of Sir-; m_ 
Whoſo hath no $77 then, and only he GIS 
From Sickneſs is exempt , and from Death free : 

But if none ſuch, let all be then concluded , - | 
As under Si#, ſo not from wrath excluded.” - 

What now remains ? but that we all ſubmit py 
LInto his providence, as is molt fit , 
Waiting his wi// - And let us moderate 
Our ſears , which often are inordinate , 
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Oh whereby may I, or who &'t that-can 

Fully deſcribe the Plagne-affrighted mar { 4 
Twere well we could the Peſt o'th Sol fo fhun . | 
As we do from the Bodyes ſickreſs run , 

And regulate our lives, ſo that we may 

Stand in the breach, and turn Gods wrath away. 
Thus we, by true repertance might prevent 

His high diſpleaſure, and our puniſhment , 
Then needed not our fears fo to poſlets us , 
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Having Gods promiſe in his Ford to bleſs us. ” 
: Shall Paſ/zg-bells for dying men affict us ? 
: And not the Judemerts of our God affright us ? | 
Shall Weekly Bills of Pariſh-Clerks more move us : 
: Than Oracles of Miniſters improve us ? 


| Would we then flze, becauſe we fear InfeFinn 2 
| Let's flye under the wings of Gods prote&ion; 

Let us our hearty prayrs to him dire, : 
; Avoid the Caxſe, and fo prevent th Efe@, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


His ne'r intended was t have ſeen the light , 4 
Hag. #0t ſome friends importur'd me, it might « © 4 
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But ſincengis ſo, a further boone I crave, 
Under your wings it may proteion. have. 


